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 Monday, January 15th   

10am-1pm 

 

Maritime Heritage Park 
  

Join the City of Bellingham & the 
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement 
Association as we continue our 

restoration efforts on the hillside 
above the hatchery. 

Weeding, mulching, and planting 
all in an effort to improve 
Whatcom Creek’s riparian 

habitat!  

Come dressed for the weather 
and bring your friends and family. 

Enjoy some pizza following the 
work party, generously donated 

by Papa John’s.  

Celebrate Community Service on                       

Martin Luther King Jr. Day  
 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Including over 2,000 

Bellingham elementary 

students who volunteered at 

parks and open spaces near 

their schools. A collective 

effort of over 2,500 hours 

of service! 

More than 4,400   

volunteers 

contributed over 12,300 

hours to restoration 

efforts in Bellingham 

Parks and open spaces! 

Thank you to all our volunteers, partners, and interns for a 
wonderful year of restoration! For our complete Winter 

Work Party Schedule, visit...  
https://www.cob.org/gov/public/volunteer/parks/pages/ 

https://www.cob.org/gov/public/volunteer/parks/pages/schedule.aspx


Come play in the dirt  

with us and keep  
Bellingham Parks beautiful!  

Partnership with Wild Whatcom 

Wild Whatcom tallied over 700 volunteer 

hours! All carried out by an adventurous 

ensemble of nearly 200 local explorers. 

Focusing on two sites, Connelly Creek  and 

Woodstock Farm, explorers honed their 

restoration skills — planting natives, clearing 

invasive species, and adding a healthy layer of 

mulch. Extending our gratitude to all at Wild 

Whatcom who provide opportunities for 

growth and learning through exploration!  

There’s plenty to notice on a walk down the interurban trail 

near Fairhaven Park. Perhaps a blue heron feeds along the 

frozen fringe of the wetlands bordering the trail, or crisp, 

winter light illuminates the emerald spectacle of a big leaf 

maple.  

Lately, however, I’ve been noticing English Ivy. A pyramid of 

clear plastic bags full cached near the base of a tree or the pile 

resembling a mountain.  

The ecological benefits can be found nearby. Trees free of 

invasive turtlenecks and native groundcover now with some 

freedom to roam.  

Signs of a restoration effort led by two Michaels. Michael 

Chiavario and Michael Plummer are dedicated park stewards 

in “the woods” — actively involved in community awareness 

and volunteer engagement.   

Both stewards possess a strong commitment to being 

ecologically responsible stewards, manifesting into 

enthusiastic efforts removing English ivy. They have found this 

simple act of restoration to be a refuge - a path to greater 

awareness through immersion. And through their efforts, a 

continually more resilient refuge for native flora and fauna 

can be found within the reaches of Fairhaven Forest.  

 

 

V O L U N T E E R  S P O T L I G H T   

“The little I can do by restoring, 
protecting, and limiting my imprint is 
my reality. And it brings me peace to 
be a part of the natural world 
around me, to slow down and watch 
the bird, notice the small fragile 
flower, give attention to the waters 
that flow nearby.”  Michael Plummer 

Michael Plummer pictured above with 
the Ivy Mountain - four pick-up loads  


